
Northrop Flying Wings: Planes That Changed
Aviation Forever
An In-Depth Look at the History, Design, and Legacy of the Pioneering
Aircraft

The Northrop Flying Wing is a unique and iconic aircraft that has captivated
the imagination of aviation enthusiasts for decades. Designed by the
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legendary aircraft designer Jack Northrop, the Flying Wing was a
revolutionary aircraft that broke away from traditional aircraft designs.
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In this in-depth article, we will explore the history, design, and legacy of the
Northrop Flying Wing. We will take a close look at the different Flying Wing
models, their performance characteristics, and their impact on aviation
history.

History of the Northrop Flying Wing

The concept of a flying wing aircraft dates back to the early days of
aviation. In the 1920s, Jack Northrop began experimenting with different
flying wing designs. He believed that a flying wing aircraft could offer a
number of advantages over conventional aircraft, including increased
aerodynamic efficiency, reduced drag, and improved stability.

Northrop's early flying wing designs were unsuccessful, but he persisted
with his research. In 1940, he founded the Northrop Corporation and began
work on a new flying wing aircraft, the N-1M. The N-1M was a small,
tailless aircraft that was powered by two piston engines.
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The N-1M was successful, and it led to the development of a larger flying
wing aircraft, the XB-35. The XB-35 was a prototype bomber that was
designed for the United States Air Force. The XB-35 was a huge aircraft,
with a wingspan of 172 feet. It was powered by four piston engines and
could carry a bomb load of 10,000 pounds.

The XB-35 was ahead of its time, but it was too expensive to produce. Only
one prototype was built, and the project was abandoned in 1949. However,
the XB-35 had demonstrated the potential of the flying wing design, and
Northrop continued to develop smaller, more affordable flying wing aircraft.

In the 1950s, Northrop developed the F-89 Scorpion, a supersonic fighter
aircraft. The F-89 was one of the first successful flying wing fighter aircraft.
It was used by the United States Air Force and several other countries.

In the 1960s, Northrop developed the B-2 Spirit, a stealth bomber. The B-2
is one of the most advanced aircraft in the world. It is invisible to radar and
can carry a large payload of weapons. The B-2 is still in service today, and
it is considered to be one of the most important aircraft in the United States
Air Force arsenal.

Design of the Northrop Flying Wing

The Northrop Flying Wing is a unique aircraft design that is characterized
by its lack of a fuselage. The entire aircraft is essentially a wing, with the
engines, fuel tanks, and other components integrated into the wing
structure.

The flying wing design offers a number of advantages over conventional
aircraft designs. The lack of a fuselage reduces drag and improves



aerodynamic efficiency. The wing also provides a large amount of lift, which
gives the aircraft excellent stability and control.

The flying wing design also has some disadvantages. The lack of a
fuselage makes it difficult to accommodate a crew and payload. The wings
are also very thin, which makes them vulnerable to damage.

Despite its disadvantages, the flying wing design has a number of
advantages that make it ideal for certain applications. The B-2 Spirit is a
prime example of how the flying wing design can be used to create a highly
effective aircraft.

Legacy of the Northrop Flying Wing

The Northrop Flying Wing is a pioneering aircraft design that has had a
significant impact on aviation history. The flying wing design has been used
to create a number of successful aircraft, including the F-89 Scorpion, the
B-2 Spirit, and the RQ-170 Sentinel.

The flying wing design is still being used today, and it is likely to continue to
be used in the future. The flying wing design offers a number of advantages
over conventional aircraft designs, and it is well-suited for applications
where stealth and aerodynamic efficiency are important.

The Northrop Flying Wing is a unique and iconic aircraft that has changed
aviation forever. Its revolutionary design has been used to create a number
of successful aircraft, and it continues to be used today. The flying wing
design is a testament to the genius of Jack Northrop, and it is a reminder
that anything is possible in the world of aviation.
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