
Rails of Purple and Gold: Chicago North
Western Railway Mbi Railroad Color History
Prologue: A Legacy Unveiled

In a realm where steel giants roamed the rails, the Chicago North Western
Railway stood as a titan, its locomotives adorned in a regal livery of purple
and gold. This iconic paint scheme, as vibrant as the changing seasons,
became synonymous with the railroad's unwavering spirit of innovation and
determination.

Now, in this captivating volume, we embark on a nostalgic journey through
the annals of the Chicago North Western Railway. "Rails of Purple and
Gold: Chicago North Western Railway Mbi Railroad Color History" unveils
the stories behind the railroad's legendary locomotives, the men and
women who shaped its destiny, and the enduring impact it left on the
American landscape.
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The Chicago North Western Railway's roots can be traced back to the mid-
19th century, an era of rapid expansion and westward migration. As settlers
streamed into the vast American frontier, the need for reliable transportation
became paramount. From humble beginnings in Chicago, the railroad
spread its iron tentacles across the Midwest and beyond, connecting
communities and fueling economic growth.

In this chapter, we delve into the pivotal moments that shaped the railway's
early years, from its initial charter in 1848 to its strategic acquisitions and
mergers. We explore the visionaries who guided its growth, including
William Butler Ogden, Marvin Hughitt, and Charles Perkins, whose
leadership laid the foundation for the railroad's future success.

Chapter 2: The Purple and Gold Era

The year 1893 marked a turning point in the Chicago North Western
Railway's history. In an audacious move, President Marvin Hughitt unveiled
a new corporate color scheme of purple and gold, a bold departure from
the traditional black livery of most railroads. This distinctive paint scheme,
inspired by the university colors of Northwestern University, became an
instant sensation.

In this chapter, we uncover the reasons behind this groundbreaking
decision, examining how the purple and gold livery transformed the
railroad's image. We showcase stunning color photography of iconic
locomotives adorned in this regal scheme, capturing the essence of an era
when steam and diesel giants ruled the rails.

Chapter 3: The Iron Horses of the North Western



The Chicago North Western Railway boasted a diverse roster of
locomotives, each playing a vital role in hauling freight and passengers
across its vast network. From the early steam engines to the sleek diesel-
electric behemoths, this chapter presents a comprehensive overview of the
railroad's motive power.

We delve into the engineering marvels behind these iron horses, exploring
their unique features, performance capabilities, and historical significance.
Through detailed descriptions and captivating images, we pay homage to
the locomotives that powered the Chicago North Western Railway's
legendary trains.

Chapter 4: Branching Out: The Reach of the North Western

The Chicago North Western Railway's reach extended far beyond its
namesake city. Through strategic acquisitions and mergers, the railroad
established a vast network of branch lines that crisscrossed the Midwest
and Upper Peninsula of Michigan. These branches played a crucial role in
connecting rural communities to major markets and facilitating the
transportation of agricultural products, natural resources, and manufactured
goods.

In this chapter, we embark on a journey along these branch lines, exploring
their unique histories and the impact they had on the communities they
served. We uncover the stories of little-known depots, bustling rail yards,
and the dedicated railroaders who kept the trains running on time.

Chapter 5: The People Behind the Rails

The Chicago North Western Railway was more than just a collection of
tracks and locomotives; it was a community of dedicated individuals who



made the trains run. From engineers and conductors to maintenance crews
and station agents, each person played a vital role in the railroad's
success.

In this chapter, we meet the men and women who dedicated their lives to
the North Western. We uncover their stories of courage, determination, and
camaraderie. Through personal accounts and candid photographs, we gain
a glimpse into the lives of the railroaders who made the Purple and Gold a
symbol of American ingenuity and perseverance.

Chapter 6: The End of an Era: Consolidation and Merger

Like many railroads in the mid-20th century, the Chicago North Western
Railway faced the challenges of rising operating costs, declining passenger
traffic, and increased competition from other modes of transportation. In
1972, the railroad merged with the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and
Pacific Railroad, forming the Chicago and North Western Transportation
Company.

In this chapter, we examine the factors that led to the merger and its impact
on the Chicago North Western Railway's legacy. We trace the railroad's
evolution under new ownership, exploring its successes and challenges.

Epilogue: A Legacy Preserved

Despite the consolidation and mergers of the past, the legacy of the
Chicago North Western Railway lives on. Its iconic purple and gold livery
continues to grace heritage locomotives and rail cars, a testament to the
enduring spirit of this once-mighty railroad.



In this epilogue, we celebrate the efforts of preservationists and rail
enthusiasts who have dedicated themselves to preserving the history of the
Chicago North Western Railway. We explore museums, historical societies,
and operating railroads that keep the Purple and Gold alive for future
generations.

"Rails of Purple and Gold: Chicago North Western Railway Mbi Railroad
Color History" is more than just a book; it is a timeless tribute to one of
America's most iconic railroads. Through stunning color photography, in-
depth research, and captivating storytelling, this comprehensive guidebook
brings to life the rich history and enduring legacy of the Chicago North
Western Railway.

Whether you are a lifelong rail enthusiast, a history buff, or simply someone
who appreciates the grandeur of the past, this book is an indispensable
addition to your library. As you delve into its pages, prepare to be
captivated by the Rails of Purple and Gold, a symbol of American
innovation and the indomitable spirit that shaped our nation.
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