
The History of Vietnam Veterans Against the
War: A Powerful Story of Resistance and
Activism

The Vietnam Veterans Against the War (VVAW) was a powerful anti-war
organization that played a major role in the movement to end the Vietnam
War. Founded in 1967 by a group of Vietnam veterans who were
disillusioned with the war, the VVAW quickly grew into a national
organization with chapters in cities and towns across the country.

The VVAW's members were a diverse group of men and women from all
walks of life. They were black and white, rich and poor, young and old.
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What united them was their shared experience of the Vietnam War and
their belief that the war was wrong.
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The VVAW's activities were as diverse as its membership. The group
organized protests, rallies, and marches. They testified before Congress,
lobbied politicians, and met with foreign leaders. They also provided
counseling and support to veterans who were struggling with the physical
and emotional wounds of war.

The VVAW's efforts played a significant role in the growing anti-war
movement. The group's protests and rallies helped to raise public
awareness of the war's horrors. The group's lobbying efforts helped to
convince Congress to pass legislation that limited the war's scope and
eventually led to its end.

The VVAW's work was not without controversy. The group was often
criticized by those who supported the war. The group was also criticized by
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some within the anti-war movement, who felt that the group's tactics were
too confrontational.

Despite the controversy, the VVAW's work made a significant contribution
to the anti-war movement. The group's efforts helped to bring about an end
to the Vietnam War and to raise awareness of the horrors of war.

The History of Vietnam Veterans Against the War is a comprehensive
account of the organization's founding, its activities, and its impact on the
anti-war movement. This book is a valuable resource for anyone interested
in the history of the Vietnam War and the anti-war movement.

The Founding of the VVAW

The VVAW was founded in 1967 by a group of Vietnam veterans who were
disillusioned with the war. The group's founders included Ron Kovic, John
Kerry, and David Mixner.

Kovic was a paralyzed Vietnam veteran who had been awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor. Kerry was a decorated Vietnam veteran
who had served as a Navy lieutenant. Mixner was a Vietnam veteran who
had been awarded the Bronze Star.

The three men were united by their shared experience of the war and their
belief that the war was wrong. They founded the VVAW to provide a voice
for Vietnam veterans who opposed the war.

The VVAW's Activities

The VVAW's activities were as diverse as its membership. The group
organized protests, rallies, and marches. They testified before Congress,



lobbied politicians, and met with foreign leaders. They also provided
counseling and support to veterans who were struggling with the physical
and emotional wounds of war.

The VVAW's protests and rallies were often confrontational. The group's
members often clashed with police and other authorities. The group's
protests were also often met with hostility from the public.

Despite the hostility, the VVAW's protests and rallies helped to raise public
awareness of the war's horrors. The group's protests also helped to
convince Congress to pass legislation that limited the war's scope and
eventually led to its end.

The VVAW's lobbying efforts were also successful. The group's members
lobbied Congress to pass legislation that provided benefits to Vietnam
veterans. The group also lobbied Congress to pass legislation that limited
the war's scope and eventually led to its end.

The VVAW's work also extended beyond the United States. The group met
with foreign leaders to discuss the war and to urge them to withdraw their
support for the United States. The group also provided support to anti-war
activists in other countries.

The VVAW's Impact

The VVAW's efforts played a significant role in the growing anti-war
movement. The group's protests and rallies helped to raise public
awareness of the war's horrors. The group's lobbying efforts helped to
convince Congress to pass legislation that limited the war's scope and
eventually led to its end.



The VVAW's work also had a lasting impact on the veterans' movement.
The group's work helped to raise awareness of the needs of Vietnam
veterans. The group's work also helped to create a sense of community
among Vietnam veterans.

The VVAW's legacy is a complex one. The group's work was controversial,
but it also made a significant contribution to the anti-war movement and to
the veterans' movement.

The History of Vietnam Veterans Against the War is a comprehensive
account of the organization's founding, its activities, and its impact on the
anti-war movement. This book is a valuable resource for anyone interested
in the history of the Vietnam War and the anti-war movement.

The VVAW's story is a powerful one. It is a story of resistance, activism,
and change. It is a story that is still relevant today. The VVAW's story is a
reminder that one person can make a difference. It is a reminder that we
can all make a difference.
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