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In his groundbreaking book, "The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish
Jesus," scholar David Gibson exposes the long-suppressed truth about the
Jewish identity of Jesus Christ. This revelation, once a closely guarded
secret within the Church, has the power to shake the foundations of
Christianity and challenge deeply held beliefs.

The Scandalous Secret

For centuries, the Church has portrayed Jesus as a divine being, separate
from his Jewish heritage. However, Gibson presents compelling evidence
that Jesus was fully Jewish, born into a Jewish family, raised in a Jewish
community, and practiced Jewish customs and beliefs. This Jewish identity,
Gibson argues, has been intentionally downplayed or ignored by the
Church to maintain its power and authority.
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The scandal lies in the Church's suppression of this truth, its attempts to
distance Jesus from his Jewish roots, and its creation of a predominantly
Gentile Christianity that has marginalized and persecuted Jews.

Historical Evidence

Gibson's claims are backed by extensive historical evidence. He examines
ancient texts, archaeological findings, and the writings of early Church
fathers to piece together a comprehensive picture of Jesus's Jewishness.

For example, the Gospels describe Jesus attending synagogue, observing
Jewish festivals, and engaging in Jewish rituals. Archaeological
excavations have uncovered Jewish symbols in early Christian churches,
indicating the strong Jewish influence in the movement's formative years.

Moreover, early Church leaders like Paul and Peter initially sought to
maintain a Jewish identity while preaching about Jesus. However, as
Christianity spread to Gentile populations, the Church gradually distanced
itself from its Jewish origins.

Profound Implications

The recognition of Jesus's Jewish identity has profound implications for
Christianity. It challenges the traditional view of Jesus as a supernatural
figure and emphasizes his humanity. It also raises questions about the
Church's anti-Jewish history and its role in perpetuating anti-Semitism.

By embracing the Jewishness of Jesus, Christians can rediscover their
shared roots with Judaism and foster a more inclusive and tolerant faith.
Moreover, it can lead to a deeper understanding of Jesus's message of



love, compassion, and social justice, which was rooted in Jewish ethical
teachings.

"The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus" is a groundbreaking
work that challenges conventional wisdom and forces us to reconsider the
very foundations of Christianity. By unveiling the Jewish identity of Jesus,
Gibson exposes the scandal that the Church has long kept hidden. This
revelation has the potential to transform our understanding of Jesus, the
Church, and the relationship between Christianity and Judaism.

Whether you are a devout Christian, a skeptic, or simply curious about the
historical roots of faith, "The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus"
is an essential read that will challenge your assumptions and ignite your
mind.
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